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Feb. 19: In Costa Rica, Salvadoran government and Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) delegations commenced a three-day round of peace talks mediated by UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar's representative, Alvaro de Soto. The government delegation was
comprised of Presidency Minister Oscar Santamaria, Col. Mauricio Vargas and David Escobar
Galindo. Joaquin Villalobos, Francisco Jovel, Ana Guadalupe Martinez and Salvador Samayoa
represented the FMLN. In a communique released in San Salvador, the FMLN called on the
army to suspend military operations which "do not contribute to a negotiated solution to the
conflict." The statement said military aerial bombardments continue in rebel- controlled areas
of Guazapa, Chalatenango, San Vicente, Usulutan, Morazan and San Miguel departments. The
FMLN communique said investigations of the Jan. 21 El Zapote massacre and the Feb. 9 destruction
of Diario Latino facilities should be included in the talks. The rebel statement said that while the
government has requested that the FMLN participate in a cease-fire during the March elections,
officials are simultaneously moving to expand the war. Feb. 20: FMLN commander "Jovel" told
reporters that difficulties in defining how a cease-fire is to be applied are slowing the peace talks.
Three options are under consideration: creation of special safe areas or camps for the rebels during
the demobilization process (such as occurred in the case of the Nicaraguan contras' demobilization);
surrounding "concentrated" the above camps with members of an international verification
military force; and, preventing the entry of Salvadoran soldiers in current rebel-controlled territory.
Jovel said, "We are asking that the government recognize that the FMLN exercises control over
certain areas of national territory, and that this be taken into account in a verifiable cease-fire
agreement." Oscar Santamaria told reporters that thus far, mediator de Soto had met with the two
delegations separately. He added that a "plenary session" bring the two delegations together was
not anticipated. The FMLN released a communique denouncing the government for effectively
rejecting all aspects of a proposal submitted by de Soto in October. The government, said the
statement, has effectively backtracked and adopted increasingly rigid positions. Feb. 21: FMLN
commander Villalobos said that the government had proposed modifications to 41 of the 53
paragraphs contained in de Soto's October proposal. In reference to the El Zapote massacre,
destruction of Diario Latino, and recent threats against civic and humanitarian organizations,
Villalobos added that the army is becoming increasingly bold in demonstrating its lack of interest in
genuine social change and peace negotiations. Col. Vargas denied that negotiations with the rebels
were deadlocked. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 02/19/91; AFP, 02/19/91, 02/20/91; EFE, 02/18-21/91;
AP, 02/20/91)
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